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The year has flown by and this is the last issue of

Environmental Protection

Occupational Health Southern Africa for 2018. On behalf of

Agency (EPA) is supporting the reintroduction of some uses

the editorial team, I thank you for your support and wish you

of asbestos (see Letter to the Editor on page 170 opposite.)

well over the holidays. We hope that you return rested and

Many of you will be aware of Dr Irving Selikoff’s semi-

invigorated in January.

nal research in South Africa on the link between asbestos
exposure and mesothelioma,1 but you might be unaware that
he also established a cohort of insulators who worked with
asbestos. The Insulators Tissue Bank was established in
2012 and Andy Todd, Professor of Environmental Medicine
and Public Health at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount
Sinai, New York, is reconstructing and updating the m
 ortality
information for Dr Selikoff’s cohort of 17 800 insulators
(http://www.insulators.org/insulators-tissue-bank).
Tuberculosis is a huge problem in South Africa, particularly among silica-exposed workers whose risk of developing
this infectious disease is high.2 Perry Gottesfeld, Executive
Director of Occupational Knowledge International (OK
International), estimates that 230 million workers are exposed
to silica dust, most of whom are in countries with the highest
tuberculosis prevalence rates, and that it costs more than
US$ 40 000 to treat a single case of drug-resistant TB in
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Africa.3 In a positive move, the United Nations General
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