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We have published several papers on silicosis over the years, such as
‘Silicosis elimination in South Africa’ (Rees, 2006)3 and ‘Clinical guidelines
on isoniazid preventive therapy for patients with silicosis in South Africa’
(De Jager et al., 2014).4 As recently as in the previous issue of the Journal,

1. Seccombe A. Mine workers win R5bn in historic silicosis settlement. Business

chest radiography,5 and teWaterNaude presented a method for reading plain

Day, 3 May 2018. Available from: https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/companies/

chest X-rays.6 South Africa has one of the highest silicosis rates in the world.
In life, the disease is diagnosed by trained expert radiologists; after death,
autopsies are used to diagnose new cases and to confirm those diagnosed

mining/2018-05-02-silicosis-class-action-suit-about-to-be-settled-in-out-of-court-r5bndeal/ (accessed 22 May 2018).
2. Richard Spoor, Inc. Attorneys. About silicosis. Available from: http://goldminersilicosis.co.za/about-the-silicosis-litigation/ (accessed 21 May 2018).

during life. Although silicosis was recognised as an occupational respiratory

3. Rees D. Silicosis elimination in South Africa. Occup Health Southern Afr. 2006; 12(1); 8-11.

disease in gold miners as early as 1912, it was never properly managed,

4. De Jager P, Churchyard GJ, Ismail N, Kyaw KKK, Murray J, Nshuti L, et al. Clinical

and the rates of silicosis diagnosed at autopsy have been rising for several
decades.7 In 2016, of the 850 deceased mine workers who came to autopsy,
199 (23.4%) had silicosis 7 and the rate continues to rise. The occupational
exposure limit for respirable silica dust in South Africa is 0.1 mg/m3, but this
South Africa is not new to setting up trusts to compensate workers for
occupational diseases. The Q(h)ubeka Trust was established in March 2016 to
compensate mine workers with silicosis from Anglo American and AngloGold
mines.8 “The settlement set aside a total of R395 million in compensation for
qualifying claimants, which amount now forms the basis of payments being
9

made to qualifying claimants by the Q(h)ubeka Trust.” By 30 April 2018,
10

1 114 claimants had been approved for a total payment of R116 million. Prior
to this, in the early 2000s, three asbestos disease settlements were reached.
Excluding the ‘closed-list’ Cape Plc case, there have been 4 820 individuals
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guidelines on isoniazid preventive therapy for patients with silicosis in South Africa.
Occup Health Southern Afr. 2014; 20(1):6-11.
5. Ehrlich R, Franzblau A, Meyer C, teWaterNaude JM. Digital radiological surveillance
of silicosis and related tuberculosis in the South African mining industry: practical and
technical considerations. Occup Health Southern Afr. 2018; 24(2):38-42.
6. teWaterNaude JM. A method for reading plain chest X-rays. Occup Health Southern

does not seem to be low enough to prevent disease.
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